The Souljazz Orchestra
Under Burning Skies
Strut (46 ming)
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Ottawan Afrobeaters discover the joys of disco

THE SOULIATE ORCHFSTRA

Breaking news: Souljazz Orchestra have discovered the
synthesizer. But not in a bad way. After 15 years together,
frequent tours, several nominations for awards and now
eight albums, one might wonder whether certain
signature clichés would creep in. Not a bit of it. Without

the lovely ‘Tambour & Deux Peaux’. The re-working of the Somalian
Dur-Dur Band’s ‘Is Yeelyel” is done with trademark gusto, but it’s the
delicious underlying bass, guitar and synth groove, as heard on the
infectious opener, ‘Dog Eat Dog’, on ‘Lufunki’ and on the instrumental
title-track, that is such a pleasant surprise here.

dissipating their tell-tale big brassy sound, the sextet
from Ottawa have added an 80s rare groove and an electro/Afro-disco feel
(with hints of Osibisa, Orlando Julius and the maverick William Onyeabor)
to the customary earthy Afrobeat and French Caribbean influences. The
sound of the Antilles is still very pronounced on ‘Oublier Pour un Jour’ and

Baritone saxophonist Ray Murray suggests that they are not just a band but
‘@ way of life.’ Arguably their best yet, this is an album that positively burns
with passion, enthusiasm and a supreme confidence in the collective.
MARK SAMPSON
TRACKTO TRY Dog Eat Dog

Koral Society

Waters Wide

Heartwear Ltd (32 mins)
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The griot, the jazz bassist and
the former indie-pop singer

- a-,’ Somewhat of a
supergroup, Koral
Society comprises
Caroline Trettine

on guitar and lead
vocals, Mosi Conde
on kora and Alison Rayner on bass.

A former singer with the alternative
rock group The Blue Aeroplanes,
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Trettine achieved cult success in the
90s with her album Be a Devil on Billy
Bragg's Utility label. Conde is a
hereditary griot musician from West
Africa and performs solo as well as
with his band Kaira Kora Afrika; his
world-class kora playing has met the
ears of the great and good, including
Bill Clinton and Nelson Mandela. The
third member of the group, Rayner,
has worked with jazz greats such as
Tal Farlow and Jean Toussaint.
Together on this album, the three
musicians create a sound-world that
soothes and speaks directly: Trettine's

breathy voice is carried along by
sonorous bass, rippling kora and her
own steely guitar. Sparse percussion
can be heard on a couple of tracks
here and, varying the timbre slightly,
Alison Rayner and Mosi Conde (in
French and Mandinka) occasionally
join Caroline Trettine on vocals.
While there is nothing particularly
adventurous on this record and the
tone remains soft throughout, Waters
Wide is a nice collection of songs with
some lovely accompaniment.

TOM NEWELL

TRACKTO TRY Rainbow

Tomas Liska

Invisible Faces

Animal Music (48 ming)
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Eastern European flavours with

a Parisian jazz air
A Bringing together

musicians from

Turkey, Serbia and

the Czech Republic,

bassist Tomas Liska

here draws upon a

shared musical language to present a

rich palette of emotional hues. The

group's sound is sometimes
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